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The works o{ physical and visual performance artist Deborah

Leiser-Moore, it seeme, are created to put haunting turmoil into

motion, only to then slay it through whip-stitching together the power

o{ physical presence with sometimes jarring visuals. The resuits

provoke complicated and contemplative reactions lrom her audience.

Our minds, no matter how malleable, can have dilflculty coming to

terms with abrupieess. \y'/hether gentle or bruial, sometimes we go on

a hollow pursuit to raironalise whalever concept has been put be{ore

us, our mind's eye grasping towards grlroscopic equilibrium ln the

changing ol liqht and mood

Liyinq in ihe Washingrton, DC area for a spell, I came into Ileellng

coniaci with this Australian s work in December o{ 2008 when she

brought Cordelia: Mein Knd, a piece created as a duei lor body and

video, to the nationally respected Theatre J incubator programme for

new plays (in addition to the work o{ Leiser-Moore, Theater J has been

home to world-premiereworks by the likes o{ Ioyce Carol Oates and

Thomas Kenenally).

Cordelia: Mein Knd was created in the spirit ol Shakespeare's

Kng Lear. It was told through the eyes o{ a modern Cordelia, a loyai

yet tragic ligure in conversatronal duet with her father, a Yiddisn-

speaking Holocaust sursivor taking on the Lear archetype s::.p-r i:-s

ieing a man in suburban exjle. The piece was harrorr--::g, s:-1.:;-.

intelligent, very disconcertrg; it was presented in s:::r a ivav e-c iLe

audience stepped out o1 ihe =eatre feeling shatei i:::c a lberaring

but painful mystification. The c-ece brought lc Lgi-.: -:.e :cmpiex

nature ol loyalty, legacy ani degre=s ci Ista:ce
Nearly live years on a-nd va:-icus'i';c:-js, aaa-:3il a:i';rorks

between, Leiser-Moore continues io be iaucied ihe globe over. The

San Francisco Chronicle praises her work as "tragic grey eminence

:: ::,.Lng elfect". with equal extol given by i:te Sydney Morning

::e:cid. which describes ii as a "rve11-de{irted and virtuosic physical

perlorma:rce".

.:-. .t=:< : =::-l'ioo:e arrives in Phno::: ?e::.'.- rles.r-: i
chaie:ig-::g ye: casual qlimpse into her expe:::e:-:1 a:.d :;:--lg-
edge theake work, which spans nearly a qdar:e: :: a cer:.::1'. The

evening will leahrre a narraied presentation o: :::ages anci video,

followed by an intimate question and ansrrier sessron with ihe artist.

Says Kate O'Hara. Romeet Gallery maraqfer and curator: "The spirit

ol the evening will be very informa.l. wtc'.i:e hopes o{ spurring casual

dialogues."

WHO: Deborah Leiser-Moore

WHIIT: Artist talk and Q&A

WHERE: Romeet Gallery, Skeet 178

WHEN: 6pm August 8

WHY: "Deeply textured, multilayered and savagely poeiic work" -
Real Time


